The Bell P-39 Airacobr

was one of the principal American
fighter aircraft in service at the
start of World War II. Although

its mid-engine placement was
innovative, the P-39 design
was handicapped by the
lack of an efficient turbo-
supercharger, limiting it
to low-altitude work.
The P-39 was used
with great success
by the
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The P-39 had a raised cockpit
enclosure, giving the pilot a good
field of view. Access to the cock-
pit was via sideways opening "car
doors", one on either side. Both
had wind-down windows: because
only the right hand door had a
handle both inside & outside was
used as normal access. The left
hand door could only be opened
from the outside and was only
for emergency use,
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In the nose, one 37mm
Oldmobile T-1 cannon
with 15 rounds. Two
12 mm Browning M/G
in the nose. Four 7mm
Browning M/g in the
wings. One 500 Ib bomb
under the fuselage.
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The Airacobra played

an important part in
WWII motably in the
hands of the Soviet Air
Force. It picked up
the nickname of ‘Little
Shaver’. Shaving was
Russian pilot slang for
ground strafing and the
P-39 earned great respect
as a destroyer of German
tanks and vehicles.

=

%‘u
(OFTIONAL)

LANDING GEAR DOORS

The rear
fuselage was

a conventional
semi-monocoque
all metal structure

©2009/fiddlersgreen.net/Ken Copel

]
AIR INTAKE



FABRIC
COVERED
AILERON

|[2doo u2a)j/42u ua2ubsua|ppli/60026

/

GLUE INTO CENTER SECTION

Although designed
as a fighter, the
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The Airacobra g RNo5
had exceptionally strong
metal wings with two massive spars

going right through the cabin under the cockpit floor.
Fuel was carried in the wings with additional fuel
in an external tank positioned below the fuselage.
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Soviets used the
P-39 for ground

attack with
great success
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9,585 P-39s left the assembly lines over three years,
about half this number (4,773) went to the USSR, where they
served as close support aircraft, backing up the Russian infantry. &
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Here are the numbers that go on the vertical
tail for American markings

Later versions

of the Airacobra and all
of the Kingcobras,had
the big 4 bladed prop
and we've added it

for your
pleasure
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THE TOP
TO ENSURE
A GOOD GLUE
CONNECTION
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Most fighters are designed around the latest
engine. The Bell P-39 Airacobra was designed
around the massive firepower of the
37 mm T9 Cannon. But that's where

T.0.

Span:34 ft
Length:29 ft 9 in
Height:11 ft 10 in

Weight: 7650 b

Max Speed:368 mph
Ceiling: 32,100 ft

the compromises only began. Range: 800 miles
Prop dia: 10F4
To fit the cannon into the nose of ENGINE

the plane the engine was moved behind
the pilot and that robbed the Airacobra of fuel
capacity which, of course, limited its range.Worse
NACA engineers eliminated the P-39s original turbo-
charger which cripples its preformance above

12,000 feet, when enemy fighters could attack

from 20,000.

It was offered to Britian without success. One
RAF pilot considered it a greater threat than the
Luftwaffe | Ultimately, almost half the 9,594
Aiacobras built during WWII were passed off to
the desperate Russians who nonethelesss employed

them as very formatable low-level ground attack 2

Mote the '‘Ground Slope’
Even on its tricycle gear
your P-39 will sit slightly

One 1,150 hp Allison
V-1710-35 Vee-Type

ARMAMENT

= One 37mm cannon firing through propeller hub
= Two Browning M-2 machine-guns in upper front
= Two 0.30 in machine guns in each wing plus..

* Provision for one 500Ib bomb beneath fuselage
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fighters MUUCH MORE AT FIDDLERSGREEN NET P
ASSEMBLY _TMPORTANT _ ——
ff_ DET AILS Attach the rear half aing 1 >
2 of the canopy FIRST SIT,' id ‘:lm“
The cockpit was extremel and then tightly wrap, FRLEY @ "_"“ “g
well protected with ’{_ & glue the forward half. £ this blue line

With a little Scotch Tape you
can create a CLEAR canopy.

See web page for more

Fairing not shown.
Pre-form into a
‘valley’. Start glue-
< ing at the wing's
leading edge.
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ADD A CANNON?

Collect a few drinking straws and
in a few sizes if possible..

If you build the large P-39 version
you'll probably need to join two
straws together. Mo problem
with the regular size.

Spokes
face
inward

Elue the spinner/propeller to
the front end of the straw '
so you can ‘fly’ rotating the prop
as you lock for an enemy tank.

Be sure to glue

FIVE pennies in-

side your P-39's
Maose

KILL
RESPONSIBLY : lower tail fin
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Vary st bn Hio (One side at a time) | anrEsais % Cut
attack role i along

Glue the two dashed
W rear tabs line
together

Thanks to
Ken Copel
for his
help and
inspiration|
for this




