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сUBTlss sB2
HЕLL ЕR

$poсifi сrtiоn: Сцпiss SB2С.5
нe]1divrr twФ$eаt сardыborne dive.
bоmbrг аnd с|оsе suppoп аеrоp|anr
Spm: 15.15m {49ft 8.625ifl)
longthl 1l.17m {36tt 8iл]
Iowetфпl ]хWright в.2600.20
cyсlone..14!7 kW {I,900 ho}
Armflmttt: 2x20.mm са nnоn аnd
2х7.62.mm (0.3.iп) rnaфin&0un$ р|us
0r0v|si0n for uр tо 45a kg {1.cо0|b) оf

oрtаtiond trща: .l,805 m]|rs

bombs саrliеd intrrла|lv аrd uр tо
454kg l1,000b! of bоmbs 0r Bxi27"mm
isк}} гoсkвts саIrird !пdor thr win0s
liaх Т/0 кight; 7220kg t]5,918йi
ш|ix ipggd: 260mф аt 18, |00fl

NosЕ AssЕ!|вLY
тнЕ FUsЕLAGЕ
At.ID GLUE

AssЕtt,lвLЕ
тА|L As
sнowN

тAIL
w}lЕЕL

hbl]!}i'l оm.ty 478a kg ll0,547 b};
maхкТЦm lakeot' 7g€7 kq (l8.8le|bl
DlnaaDalona: sprn 15.16 m {49 n
9 iп}i |erвф 11.1Bm 66 tt 8ini; hфh.!
4,01 m (1з ft 2 iл); Wing аr6e з9.20 m.
(422.0 so lt
Aiti!.n.rtt: two wmgЕmountф
20.mm сeflnon аlA t$,o 7.B2-mm (0.3
iл) meфinёgtl.ls iп l6ar coсkрit, рlus
up to 907 lo 12.000lbl ot bomb6 in
fu'6lз€€ bay аnd oп Underwiпg 'асk3
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First сurtiss-built Us NavY аi.оr6fl to
bear lhe лаme нel,diver wаs tЬe F8с/
o2с biрlanв of the ёаr|y 19зos, seсorrd
in ]ine wаs thэ sвс e||diver of the lаtg
19зos. thо Ьst сomЬat Ьiplane to Ьё buj|t
foг the Us seгviсeg' L €st aпd mоst
fаmоUs оf the |inr wаs the sЕzc н.ll.
dlver o' th@ eагlv 1o4os: this wаs tha
finаl сombаt ae.op]ane t}uiit by сurtis$
fоr lhе Us Ma..nr сoJрsrus NаvУ' and
tho most 6хtensiv6|y bt,ih o' аll Us Naw
d jve bо.nЬefs.

LANDING
GЕAR W.тtl ...Р
тooт}lPlскs

ln 19з8 the Us NavУ bеgan tЬe prФ'
сe6s ol рroсuf.nо a new scoцt.bombo(
tо rфр|асe lhe s€}с нel]diver whiсh was
then sti|| ilt produсtiоn. Frсrn lhe propo.
sаIs rrсo|ved, вrewster аnd сUftlss
w6rё owаrded соr,lttасts fo. рrototyрos
оJ thёir eontende.s' the 

'orme. 
ьehg de.

sigrtаt€d ХsB2A.1 and епtе.inя prоdцо'
lion as th6 sв2А Buсcаnёёr. тh6 с.Е!
tiз! моd.l 8с р.ototyрe, designаtёd
xsЕzс.' (175в}' flrW fot Ihё fl{st tirnФ
aп т8 DФсembqr .1940' but wаs dеs-
trоyed ih а l|Уiлg ассidenl in e6r|у
Jahuary 194'. Fo.tunately, thё Us Nвvy
had greаt fajth in th's design ftо the eх.
1enIthаt iаrg@ 6саl€рroduction hаd Ь6Фn
autho.ised оn 29 November 1940). but it
wаs пot unti| 18 rnoпths |aler' .n June
1942. thаt th6 fi.st р.oduоtion зв2с.i
wаs tbwn. тhis eхt€nded devebрment
penоd ,esuIted rnаh|у f rom ё Us Almу
Air сo.oБ o.dёг foг 9оo A.25A sh]lt.e
аi.сгаft in фгil 1941, G6nёrа||y simila. tо
the sв2с..t, this l'od.l 88rl сaused
delay as a resuh оl tba ngФd tо ensu.e
сompat*ilitУ ol dosign eпd вquiрm€nt
lo satis'y Ьoth the Us Navy and US
A,rnУ. ln thё lin6t 6лa|Уsis on|У s few o{
the A-25As eпtgrrd Us ArrnY se.viсe:
thё rrtf,рritу were rc.аssigоad lо lho Us
Mаrine сorрs undel the design €t ion
sв2с.lд.

сonsisted о' а 1268.kW 11,?oo.hр}
Wright в-26о0-8 сyс|o'tё 14 twin'.ow
.аdiаl eпфne. Armаment сomprised 

'оU.wing.rnourtted !2.7.mm (o.5-.п )
mасhin6-9uns. lwo 7.62-rnm (o.з-in}
guns in tt}e r6al coсkpit. and up to 454 kg
(1.o00 Ib} Ф' bombs сarded in an undёrfll-
66leg6 bpmtr b6y-

tt is not su'prisjng thаt. with prffjuс.
tio/l tоt6|ling 

'л016 
than 7.ooo eхamples.

th€re weгe seveгa] Yariаnta of thr bаsiс
design. delai|s of which ate q iven bё'ow.
only 26 o' this totвl wе'e used by аny
otheг se.viсe dt,fiпg Wo''d War ll. for the
tyрe was o' suсh gfeа! vа|0e in the
Раоif ic theatre thst thв Us N6vY
аbsoфed а|mоs1 th€ entire p.сduсtit]n.
MапУ continu€d in sorvjоc with the Us
NзvУ in eа.|y postwа. уeаIs, aпd sоme
wrfё evепtuаllv sokj lо othёr nаtio']s,
тyp.: two.gqаt сarri€d based 3саut/
bombеr
Pori.n,|.rnt: one 1417.kW {1.9oo-hр}
Wrloht R.?6oG?o сУс|ono l4 тadi6l
piston engino
P.]'ot|ti.Gоl meхitnum sр60.l
475 kmлt t295 moh) at sogo m
(16,7о0 ft}: о.uisins sрэsd 254 kп ]ъ
('68 mph); sвrvьs с€iliФg 8870 m
(29.!ф fr}; rёnge ,l8?5 kй t1,165 mits}

тoRPЕDo

Produсtioп sB2с-1s begаn to entor
sorvi.e With Us Nаw squadron vs.g in
Doо6rnЬ6r 1942' but fuфler protвоted
deьys *п 

'inаlising 
dеtаi|s of the Ьest

сombat сontiguration pfеvеnted theiг
initbl oрeтаtionа| €mрbymeлt unli| |аt9
194з'

kl сq'ligurаtiФ'i the sB2с was a low-
Wiпg aatni|evеr manoр'tar|e |аrgety оf а|l.
mеЁl сonst.tlсtion. tho outer oаn€|s of
the wings 

'ol(яng 
upwзrds 16r сaпler

stowaо€. тhе trаiliпg-edge llарs wе.e
porfo.оtвd end of sриt t}Ф6 sо that *lву
сould be uged эtsо as dive.brskes, and
wiпgtiр |eаd|ag-edoэ s|аts. of аpрroхЁ
mа!a|y the 6an9 sрan аs the ailerans.
wor6 dgploygd вutomаliса|ly аБ ttlr ]anф
inq 96аr Wa8 |oweг€d to eоsure the
аi|9]ons rэmъined fully ef'€сliv9 вl l)w
sрoads, Rot.adab|€ widё'trасk |аnding
iпс|udgd a semьrstЕсtsb!ё зtэefable
tailwho€l. Atrоstor сgst аnd оаtаоult
!аuпсbinq sрoоls wero standаrd. but this
|attcr equiрrncnt аnd \дJing-fo|ding cаp+
bility was deleted 

'го'n 
tho A_25A vёr

sion р'oduсed 
'or 

tt1e Us A.my. Pоweг
plаnt af th6 рrоtotУpo апd sB2с.l.<

AттAсtl сANoPlЕs
As sкowN
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